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On Sept. 20 at his daily news conference, House Speaker Jim Wright said that the CIA had been
involved in provoking incidents leading to an "overreaction" by the Nicaraguan government which
in turn would produce reduced support for the regime. (See CAU 09/21/88, 09/23/88.) Wright's
remarks in turn provoked a firestorm of reaction in Washington and Managua. Selected highlights
of the aftermath are summarized below. Sept. 22: Wright denied that he had revealed classified
intelligence information when he told reporters that Congress had "clear testimony" that the
CIA was inciting opposition activities in Nicaragua. At his daily news briefing, Wright said: "I
didn't say anything to you that was committed to me in any executive session of the Intelligence
Committee. I did not say anything revealed to me as classified information by a member of the
Intelligence Committee, and I did not say anything that was not already in the public domain."
The Speaker said he became aware in August 1987 that "elements of the US government had
become involved in destabilizing, or fomenting disruptions" in Nicaragua aimed at provoking a
crackdown by the government and "providing an excuse for withdrawing from the peace process...It
seemed to me intolerably two-faced, and I said so to our officials. Ample and abundant testimony
has been given publicly and privately some from the CIA and some for other agencies." The
Speaker did not specify the testimony he was referring to. Of the CIA, he said: "The fact is not
disputed that they were involved in stimulating incidents. If the administration thinks that's a
good policy, ask them to defend it and explain it." While much of the information about covert
military operations the administration has undertaken against the Nicaraguan government since
1981 was made public as a result of congressional investigation of the Iran-contra affair, detailed
information on CIA support for the Nicaraguan domestic opposition has remained classified. Sept.
23: At his daily news conference, Wright told reporters, "The question of greatest importance
is not what I said and whether I should have said it. The question is what our government has
done and whether we should be doing it. "It is unfortunately true that while our government
has pursued a public policy of supporting peace in Central America, agents of our government
heave engaged in efforts to destabilize the Nicaraguan government and to produce incidents
aimed at provoking an overreaction on the part of that government of a type that is calculated
to be disruptive to the peace talks." Meanwhile in Managua, government officials said Wright's
statements prove their characterization of the opposition as a tool of Washington, and hence
fundamentally illegitimate. Some angry opposition party leaders have accused Wright of tacitly
encouraging the government to practice political repression. "Consciously or unconsciously, Mr.
Jim Wright acted very irresponsibly," said Mario Rappaccioli, a leader of the Conservative Party.
"He should know that any allegation of ties between this United States agency and any Nicaraguan
citizen means virtual death, in the form of a 30-year jail sentence. It is not necessary that the ties
exist, only that someone say that they exist." The official Sandinista newspaper, Barricada, described
Wright's statements as "official confirmation" of the government's portrayal of the opposition. In an
editorial, Barricada said Wright had proven that anti-Sandinista political parties were "for rent...The
right wing has been caught red-handed in an act of complicity with the CIA. It is CIA agents who
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direct the activities of the opposition in Nicaragua." President Daniel Ortega told reporters: "For a
long time, we have been saying that the CIA is involved in these activities, but we were not believed.
It has a special connotation because Jim Wright said it." Sept. 24: Unnamed US officials told the
New York Times that Wright gave a generally accurate description of Washington's policy toward
Nicaragua when he said that the US was supporting opposition groups in hopes of provoking an
overreaction by the Sandinistas. But, they said, the CIA had not organized specific events such as the
July 10 protest rally in Nandaime, which resulted in the arrest and imprisonment of 39 opposition
members and leaders. Instead, the agency has reportedly given financial aid to opposition groups as
part of a more general effort to strengthen what Reagan describes as democratic forces in Nicaragua.
Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.), chairperson of the Foreign Relations subcommittee on Latin
America, said: "You don't need to have a Ph.D. in intelligence analysis to conclude that the agency
would be involved in the type of activities suggested by Mr. Wright. I don't know why anybody
finds that shocking. "You would shock me if you told me that the agency was not orchestrating
people to have disruptive demonstrations," said Dodd. "An agency that would mine harbors in
violation of international law or publish pamphlets advising the contras how to execute government
officials could easily do that." Wilson Morris, an aide to Wright, said the Speaker was not referring
specifically to the Nandaime demonstration when he spoke of CIA activities. Wright, he said,
like Dodd and Reagan administration officials, believed the Nicaraguan government should
immediately release the people arrested at Nandaime. Morris said Wright was referring to a pattern
of CIA activities in recent years rather than specific events. In 1983, the Endowment for Democracy,
a private non-profit corporation was created, and is financed by the federal government. Grants
to Nicaraguan groups from the Endowment, rose from $454,757 last year to $807,782 this year.
Among those receiving grants are the Chamber of Commerce of Nicaragua, La Prensa, and the
Coordinadora. US officials refused to inform the Times on how much the CIA has contributed to
the Nicaraguan opposition and which groups they have assisted. Wright's recent statements are
similar to testimony delivered before the International Court of Justice in 1985, in a case brought
by Nicaragua against the US, charging that military support for the contras violated international
law. At that time, David MacMichael, a former intelligence agency official, testified that the CIA
had drafted a plan to support contra operations in the hope that they would "provoke cross-border
attacks by Nicaraguan forces and thus serve to demonstrate Nicaragua's aggressive nature." Sept.
25: After delivering a homily at the Santo Domingo church in Managua, Cardinal Miguel Obando
y Bravo said he was not very pleased with House Speaker Jim Wright's statements because they
compromised people arrested by the government for political crimes and disturbing the peace. He
reiterated the position expressed by the conservative Democratic Coordinator. (Basic data from New
York Times, 09/23-25/88; Prensa Latina, 09/26/88)
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